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welbeloued:in our Saw- 
our Chrift)which I hate 
=1 cholcn to entreateof , is 
written in.the. 24. Chapter: ot the:ſe> 
cond booke of Samuel in thefe, words, 
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glaſſes of mans life . Therefore this|,, 
text beeing both a ſtory and parcel of |,,, 
holy Scripture,muſt needes be a moſt} c.;, 

cleare glaſle, in whichare repreſented |. 

vnto vs diuers things worthie to bee}, 

ſeene & looked vpon. Among which I J .., 

haue thought good to ſhew vato you || ,., 

three eſpeciall and moſt notable ima- Þ| ;. 

ges, The firſt , is the juſtice and righ- ÞÞ ; 

teouſnes of God,the ſecond,is the ma- if 6 

{ 

: 
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| lice of Sathan, the thirde is the frailtie 
of man :not meaning to deſcribe them 
all atlarge,which would require much 
longer time then is gratited tothis ex- 
ercife:: but onely to ſhewe 'cuefic one 
ofthem ſo farre foorth as it is ſer forth 
. within y compaſle of this text which 
Thaue read vnto you. Concerning the 
frſte therefore , which is the iftice of 
God,it is deſcribed in thefe wordes. 
eAnd the wrath of the Lord was yet more © 
kibdled agaiv?t Hſradhese: By the writh 
5 ae Pins - nice of | 
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wrath of man, of which the Apoſtle. 
faith, that it worketh not y righteouſ-. 
nes of God, but is often prouoked- 
with {mall cauſes, or with no worthie 
cauſes at all,and yet boileth immode- 
rately in the hart of man, whereby he 
is ynmeaſurablic deſirous of reuenge- 
ment : but the 1uſtice of God, which is 
figuratiuely called his wrath, is neuer 
ſtirred vp to reuengement, but vppon 
great and waightie cauſes,neither ra- 
geth with blinde furie, butkeepeth a 
moſt {cage moderation in all things. 
And there are two reaſons which may: 
be yeelded of this figuratiue ſpeache, 
wherefore Gods righteouſhes is called 
his wrath , the firſt is to irike through. 
our heartes with terrour of his iuſtice, 
for the name of wrath is more. terrible 
then the narve of iuftice, and our na: 
ture. is morefamilerly acquainted with 
the ono, the withthe othet,y wrathiof 
a1miifhe be of power to hurt;is greaty 
feared . The wrath of aPrinee faith 

aomoninthe:r6.chaptcr of the pagkt- 
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much more y wrath of y Lord ofhoſts 
in copaniſon of whoſe power & glorie 
al earthly princes are but duſt & aſhes. 
The ſecond reaſ6 why y iuſtice of god 


15 called the: wrath of God, is that we: 


may learne and vnderftand,that as the 
wrath ofmi wherwith we are acquain- 
ted js not pacified but by two meanes, 
either by reconciliatis or reuengemet, 
ſo it is withthe juſtice of God: 'Vhere-' 
fore when ſoeuer wee haue prouoked 
y wrath of God againſt ys by our ſins 
ind wickednes: ( which we doe-daily 
and hourely) we muſt either ſecke to: 
be rec6ciled to him by truerepentice, 
orelſc looke for ſharpe puniſhment: 
we maſt either humbly fabmit our ſel- 
nes; ackhowledge our offences & hit- 
bly defirepardon,or els we muſtaſfure 
our: ay the wrath of che Lord: be- 
ing 6nee'Kindled againſt vs;there isno 


way to eſcape vengeance,Weiſepnow. 
wherefore the iuftice of God isjcalled; 
the wrath of God:Now nuaftwielgoke: 
forwwhat cauſe the wrath 6f Go 58h] 
kindled againſt Iſrael:& howthellwngl 


clites had prouoked the in{ticegfit 


to puniſh them , The cauſe in deede'W 
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Preached in Lemt 13800 » 
not ſet downe inexpreſle wordes, but 
it is eafie to gather by the effeR: for it 
js manifeſt, y when the iuſtice of God 
is kindled againſt Iſrael, itis for none 
other cauſe but for their ſinnes, & it is 
needles to inquire what particuler fins 
were the _ : for it was not one or 
two,bur all kind of finnes,& eſpecially 
their vnthankefulnes:forthe Lord had 
given them Dauid a moſt excellent go- 
vernour,who both had eſtabliſhed the 
puritic & finceritie of Gods true reli- 
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of the Lord ofhoaſtes to be kindleda-: 
gainſt the-but we muſt conſider wher- 
fore y ſcripture ſaith 7 he wrath of the 
lord proceded or was yet more kindled,you 
muſt ynderſtid as we read in y 21. cha, 
of this booke,y the wrath of the Lorde 
was kindled before this time againſt y 
people,ſoy he plagued the with three: 
yeares famin for the crueltic-thavSaul, 
togratifie them,committed agaihſt the 
Gibeonites who he had flain,& fought 
to root ont c6trarie to a covenant: whis 
che their auncetors had made, & con- 
firmed with a ſolemne oath, in y days 
of Ioſtia; Theſe three yeeres of hunger 
were now palt, & this was thefourth 
yeerean which God after hehaCauen- 
ged the bloud of the Gibeonites vpon 
the pvſterite of Saul, had reſtored ple- 
tic andaboundance of al thivgs for the 
maintenanceofimans life,” withexrer- 
nall ptace% proſpetitieforwhidh'bes - 
nefits'& bleflngs of Godbeftowed v- 
porthe,theyivere botid to Baue ſerued: 
Gotm holiries and rizhteouſhleebe. RP 
fore him all y- dayes of theirlife like; 
as by the former plavgite"tdlidy: "w ; 
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| admoniſhed to forſake their finnes , 


which were the cauſe thereof and tru- 
ly to turne to him. But they cleane c6- 
trariwiſe abuſing his mercy,tooke oc- 
calion to proucke his juſtice, euen as 
the froward nature of wan is : fo long 
as they are plagued, and the hande of 
the Lord ohimlena them, they hum- 
ble them ſelues before him, or at leaſt 
pretend ſo to doe:but when the plague 


| isſeaced,and they find them ſelues re- 


lieucd,they returne againe to theixfor- 
mer wickednefle.So was it with the Iſ- 
raclites, they had bene puniſhed with 
famine, but they were not thereby.rc- 
formed,and therefore the wrathi ofthe 
Lord is ſtill kindled againſtthem . By 
which example: we ought tobeadrbo- 
niſhed, that iwwedeceiue not ourſelues 
afterthe maner of the world, to thinke 
that the wrath of the Lordiſhal be tut- 
ned from vs before we turnefrom our 


Fines: wherefore let vsnot flattes our 


{elues as the _ 


brunt is paſt, this ſtorme is blowkiv9- 
fr | A.v. ur, 


_ "1 rod pw 


uer &c. For ſo long as we contunnein. 
our ſinnes, and ſeeke notro be recon- 
ciled ynto the Lorde, the wrath of the 
Lorde will be ſtill kindled again vs, 
yea more and more prouoked to pu- 
nifh vs : and if one plague be ceaſed, 
an other ſhall beginne: when famine is 
ſtayed; the peſtilence ſhall rage : and if 
that will not reforme vs; ſome other 
plague ſhall be ſent vpon vs.The Lord 


can want no whippes, ſo long as his || 


wrathis bent to ſcourge vs, thetefore 
let vs notobſtinately ſet our ſelues a- 

aint him, to trye whether hewill be 
cone wearied in ſtriking,or wen bea- 
ring hisftripes:: but let us humbly and 
atoncecaſt downe ourſclucs,acknow- 
tne ourſinnes,be ſoriefor them, and 
forlake:them. : and then _— 


conciliation: ſhall be openeditvy our 
Lorde and: Saujour Iclus Chaiſte, in 


whame: the 'Lorde: ſhall-be:iple 
weithovs |; :and> his wrath: pa 
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preached in Lent 1580, it” 
often vſedin the Scripture,to compare 
the wrath of God to fre, whoſe force 
when it hath taken ſtrength, can nor 
eafily be ſtayed, and whole propertie 
is to conſume all things that miniltreth 
matter vnto it : and for that cauſe the 
Lord himlelfe in reſpeR of his juſtice, 
is called a conſuming fire. Tothe end 
therefore that we ſhould ftand in feare 


of Gods iuſtice : and that we ſhould 


| beascarefulinot to prouoke his wrath 


againſt vs , as we are carefull\not to 
miniſter matter ynto fire , which 
will be readic to conſume our ſelues, 
and all that euer we haue : our. GOD 
15 faide to be a conſuming fire: ahd the 
wrath of the Lordis fd to be:kind- 
led againſt vs. Thereforeas'thereis'no 
dallying with fire, when any lightſub- 
ſtance 15' neare which is rcadietotake 
flame: ſo there is no diflembling}befor 
God, the fire of whoſe wrathandiu- 
ſlice is kindled with our ps C LD WIC 
deednes:: for asy Lord hatethaSiabhs 
x=th all finnes and vngodlines;foh 
Rice ts kindled like fire againſb 


vnrightcouſneſle.Let not finners ther= 
 forethinke to ftande in his preſence, 
which is a conſuming fire, before who 
they ſhall melt euen as waxe, and ya- 
niſh away as ſmoake, before whome 
they ſhall be as ſtubble and chaffe, that 
is et on fire, and can not be quenched. 
And ler vs which truſt inhismercy, 
not. be. high: minded , but Rande in 


awe of his:aſtice, and prouoke not his 


wrathto bekindled againſt vsthrongh || 


our manifold finnes and wickednefle, 
whoſe wrath if it be but a little kindled 
as the prophet ſaith, no man isable to 
ſtmdinthe preſence of hishuſtice, bur 
it will-appeare howe happie they are 
whichput their truſtin his mercy.And 
ftheawrath of God-bcing but a little 
kinlted hath ſo notable effeR : what is 
. to:bdeloaked for, when it is wholy in- 

flaincedinfuric againſt vs, for erollh & 
mahifeft contempt of his glorious ma- 
ieftie? For: as: 'contempt in men'is the 
chutfeſt*cauſe-in' pronoking them26 


gee, andthe greateſt contempt pros 
__ 


oketh the'greateſt anger : ſo it is with 
Ac Lorde, whoſe iuftice is dcfpiſgb. 
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all fnne,and — of his lawe : 
but chiefly in that prophane a 

feſled ani Gans” 5 ſee noo. 
the way among great numbers of the 
wicked, which openly and without all 
feare of his iuſtice, hauc ſolde them 
ſelues like Achab, to commit all man- 
ner of finne with greedinefle. Thus we 
ſee what the ſpirite of God meaneth, 
when he ſaith : The wrath of God was 


8 1 yet.meore hindled againit [ frael, 


Nowe we haue to conſider howe it 
ſtandeth with the mſtice & righteouſe 
nefle of God,thar Iſrael henkie: 
ked the wrath of God,the heart.of Dae 
uid is moued to number the-peaple: 
that the wrath of the Lord being kind« 
led againſt Iſrael, he Rirred wp David 
againſt oo _— feemeth cqnttarie 
to reaſon, that cople Imbing/de» 
ſerued i antnnd eas: 1 > ry 
deale with the Prince. for: thei; Bur 0 
forfo much as the Prince isawpit; were, 
airhelme or ſterne, by which the Lord | 
gancrneth the whole comminaitie: of 
gmloplc which the Lord hathrcomumiit \4 
'to their charge, ——_ 4 

l 


"_ 
with his iuſticeand wiſedome alſo, to | | 
moue and ſtrre vp the Prince againſt | 3 

| 
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them, when ſo cuer their tranſereſſ1ons 
ſhall prouoke his richteouſneſſe to 
chaſten them. And even ſo ſaith Salo- 
mon, Prouer.21. As the ſtreames of wa- 
zer;,or as it 15 nowe tranſlated,as a veſ< 
ſell in the ſtreams of waters,ſo is the kings 
hart #n the hand of the Lord, & whether- 
ſeener he will he mclmeth and moneth it, 
exther tothe hauen of propoms if the | 
people ſerne him, or to the ſhoare of danger 
and aduerſitie if they pronoke his wrath a- 
gainit them. Therefore as the ſtirring 
ofa {hippe by the maſter direeth the 
{hippe whither he thinketh good : e- 
uen ſo the Lord moueth the heartes of 
all Princes, which are as the ſterne of 
the ſhippe of the common wealth in 
” his hand, that they are not carried at all 
aduentures whither the ſtream of wa- 
ters will driue them , but whither ſo e- 
uerit pleaſeth him : either tothe great 
and fingular benefite of that people 
which feareth the Lord,or for £ Ccor- 
reQion and puniſhment of them whi- 


ch tranſgrefle his lawes,and —_— 
$ 


preached inLemt't5%0, 3s 
his iuſtice. Ye heare nowe howe weltit 
agrceth,not onely with the iuſtice,but 
alſo with the wiſedome of God,.that 
he ſhould moue the heart of the king 
according to the diſpohtion of the 
people. Befides this, we mult alſo vn- 
derſtand, that as Princes are publique 
perſons inreſpe of their gouernemet 
of whole nations committed to their 


charge, ſo alſo before the Lord, they 


Þ. arepriuate perſons, to be calledto ac- 


count, not only for ſuch-things as they 
doin their publique gouernement,but 
alſo for fuck offences as they commit 
priuatly , as the ſonnes of Adam : A- 
mong which there is none found ſo 
righteous, but that in many things they 
tranſgreſſe the lawe of God:and there- 
fore the 1ultice of God is not to be ac- 
cuſed of any vnrighteouſneſle, when 
the people hauc prouoked his wrath, 
and Dauid can not iuftific him ſclfe 
before him,it he ſtirre vp Davids heart 
againſte the people for their pus 


m{hment , and take occaſion of the. 


peoples finnes to. puniſh Dauid him 
For 


li..A. 
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For although here is no tranſgreſſion 
of Dauid expreſled, wherby he might 
ſceeme to haue brought this puniſh» 
ment ypon him, yet David him ſelfe 
will confefle, that there was alwayes 
ſufficient cauſe in him, why the Lorde 
might chaſtiſe him : for ſo 6 acknows« 
ledgeth inthe 5 1. Pialme, that not on- 
ly for that groſle and notorious finne 
of adulteric and murther, he had deſers 


ued Gods vengeance, but generally he. 


accuſeth his whole life of ſinne, and 
tranſgrefſion of Gods lawes, that the 
wrath of God in his puniſhmets, what 
fo cuer it ſhould pleaſe him tolay on 


bim,might of al the world be acknow- 
ledged to be inſt and righteous . For 
thus he cryeth » Agazaſt thee , again#t 
thee (O Lorae) 1 haze ſinned : that is, I 
haue done nothing but ſinned, & done 
that which is euill in thy fight, that 
thou —_ be iuſtified in thy lay- 

_ 


ings, and haue the ypper hande when 
thou artiudged. And leaſt we ſhould 
thinke that he ſpeaketh of ſome ſhort 
time ofhis life, in which the.diuell had 
ſo greatly preuayled with him, he de- 

clarcth 
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clareth in the next verſe, thatit was ea 
uen fronr his natiuitie, yea fro his con- 
ception, that this corruption hath res 
mayved in him, which 1s contrarie to 
the righteouſneſle of God. Behold(laith 
he) Iwas borne mm ſmne,and in intquitie did 
my mother conceiue me, whereas thou lo- 
neft trueth tm the inward partes. T his co 
feſſion of Dauid therefore, is ſufficient 
to cleare the Lorde from all vnrighte- 
ouſneſle, and to ſhewe manifeltly,that 
Dauid is not puniſhed for the peoples 
ſinnes as an innocent, which hath de- 
ſcrued nothing in his owne perſon,nor 
is beaten altogether for the faultes of 
other me, which could not ſtand with 
Gods righteouineſle , cept in that 
caſe, where our ſauiour Chriſt willing 
ly offered him ſelfe to be puniſhed Br 
our tranſgreſſions. But here the Ifrae- 
lites prouoking the wrath of the Lord, 
deſerued y a good gouernour ſhould 
decline out of y right courſe for their 
puniſhment. And Dauid him ſelfe-can 
not deny,but y when fo cuer the Lotd 
ſhal chaſticehim,he ſhal not doit with 
out his deſerts. Soy euery way it ſtan« 

B, deth 
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deth with Gods righteouſnes, that If. « 
rael hauing cauſed his wrath to bekindÞ ; 
led againſt him,he ſhould ſtirre vp Da-ſ | 
uid whome he had giuen to them, be-j | 
ing a moſt excellent Prince for their |} | 
benefit, nowe to giue occaſion of their || - 
puniſhment . But againſt this doc- | 
trine of the iuſtice and righteouſnes of 

od,two kind of aduerſaries do riſe 'P. 
he firſt are the Pelagians,and Papiſis 
fo farre as they agree with the Pelagi- 
ans. The ſecondare the Atheiſtes : the 
former ſort reaſon after this manner. If 
ou ſay y God moued Dauid to num- 

'ta y people, which was finne, do you 
not thereby make God yauthor of ſin? 
God forbid : let God onely. be righte- 
ous,and all men finners. For he only is 
holy , he only is pure frs al corruptis, 
and there is no vnrighteouſnes in him. 
But howe can you auoyde that incon- 
uenience ( ſay they ) that followeth of 
this aſſertion:God mouecd Dauid to do 
that wherwith he was diſpleaſed,ther- 
fore he was the cauſe of the ſinne in 
Dauid. It is cafily auoyded. For the 

fame ſtorie is ſet downe in 1, Chro.21. 


Chapter 


preached in Lent 1 5#0, Nh 2 

Chap.whereit is ſaid,that Satan or the 

aduerſaric {toodc vp againlt Iſrael,and 
moued the hart of Dauid to number y 
people : by conference of which place 
of Scripture with this my text, we may 
ſee howGod moued Dauid to number 
the people, and yet moueth him to no 
finne, For whereas it is here {aide,that 
the Lorde wasangrie with Ifracl, and 
mouecd Dauid againſt them (for we can 


- not aptly vnderſtand any other,bur ci- 


ther the Lord,or the wrath ofthe Lord 
which moued him)and in the Chroni- 
cles it is faide, that Sathan moucd him, 
it is manifeſt, that God and the diuell 
concurre in one ation. God as a moſt 
righteous iudge, and Sathan as a moſt 
malicious enimie. By which weſe that 
there proceedeth nothing from GOD 
but iuſtice, and that the nn which is 
euill commeth from the diuell : fo that 
the Lord God,although he be thefirſt 
mouerinall ouractions ( for in him we 
liue,and moue,and haue our being)yet 
he is not authour or cauſe of any euill 
in vs . Neuertheleſſe , hee vieth Sa» 
than topumiſh, vs, who although hee 
B.jj. be 
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be a malitious enimie , yetis he a mini- 
ſter of y righteous iudgement of God, 
although againſt his will : and even 
then when he oppoſeth him ſelfe a- 
gainſt God, For Sathan is not ſuffered 


to reigne and rage at his pleaſure a- 


eainſt theelect of GOD, for then he 


v 
would in one moment ouerthrow the 1 
h 


whole Church of Chriſte, but kept in 
chaines of darkneſle,ſo that he can not 
ſtirre, but where and when it pleaſeth: 
God in iuſtice to vic his miniſterie and 
ſeruice. Therefore when the wrath of 
the Lorde was kindled againſt Iſrael, | 
Sathan alſo ſtandeth vp againſt Ifracl 
as a miniſter of Gods wrath,by neceſſi- 
tie of Gods ordinance, hos a cruell | 
aduerſarie by his owne will and mali- 

cious affection . So that neither by 
colour of this texte , nor of any o- iſ 
other in the whole Scripture, the Lord 
can be charged as the cauſe of the ſame 
euill which he puniſheth c1ther in the 
ele, or in the reprobate,for what ſo c« 
uer proccedeth \ King him.as it procee- 
deth from him is good, and to a good 
end, who vſcth well cucn Sathan the 
aducr- 
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aduerfarie of all goodneſle , and his 
members the reprobate : and fo or- 
dereth, brideleth, and gouerncth their 
finnes and wickednes, that euen their 
euill he turneth to good,& out of their 
wickednefſſe as it were, light out of 
darkenefle bringeth his glorie. So he 
hardened the heart of Pharao, yet was 
he not the cauſe of Pharaos ſinne, but 
the cauſe wasin Pharao him ſelfe,who 
of his owne corruption did ſet him ſelf 
againſt God:and of Sathan who ruleth 
in thereprobate, and ſtirreth him vp 
torebellion, and obſtinate reſiſting of 
Gods commandements. Thus was the 
heart of Pharao hardened by God, as 
by a righteous iudge:by Sathan,as by 3 
malicious enimie againſt God & man- 
kind : by Pharao him ſelfe, as by a man 
who being cleane voyde of Gods ſpi- 
rite by corruption of his owne nature, 
Isinclined to nothing but to contempr 
and diſobedience of God,and y whole 
matter ſo ordered inall pointes by the 
diuine prouidence;that the glory of his 
iuſtice might be ſet foorth in Pharaos 
defiruQtion, cuen as y Lord faith ynto 
B.iijj. him, 
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him exen for this cauſe haue I ſtirred thes 
, that 7 might ſhewe foorth my power in 
>» & that my name might be renouned 
#n al the world.Therefore the ſame God 
which maketh an hypocrite to reigne 
forthe {innes of y people,and giueth a 
king in his furic whom he taketh away 
againcin his indignation (as y prophet 
faith) cuen the ſame God, by the ſame 
authoritie,wiſdome,& 1uſtice,moueth 
Dauid a good king againſt Iſrael, y he 
might puniſh them without all conta- 
gion or in{eftion of y finne and euil by 
which he was moued to number y peo- 
ple, which cauſed god to puniſh them, 
ſo y although god giucth the firſt mo. 


&:. & 
uing, power,and {trength,in al maner 
of actions, which we muſt confeſle to 
be good, as proceding from him,& or- 
dreth & diſpoſeth al emil, which is a per 
yerting of y good which cometh from 
God , & proceedeth from Satan & the 
corruptis of mans nature, ſo y he con- 


uerteth y ſame alwayes in y end to his 


glory, &the benefite of his ele&,as we 


{ce in y perſecution of y wicked, & the 
infirmities of the godly: yet is he by no 
meanes 
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meanes to be charged as the author & 
cauſe of finne & euill.If this wil not (a- 
tiſhe you, but y you will further vrge 
me with that queſtis of the Maniches, 
whence chime euil,ſcing nothing bur 
good cometh from God,& yet you af- 
rme,y God is the cauſe of all things.L 
wil anſwer as I haue learned out of the 
ancict writers, who wer troubled with 
y ſe of y Maniches,which affirmed,y 
there were two beginnings . When it 
pleaſed yalmightie to ſhew foorth his 
infinit power, wiſdom,& goodnesiny 
creation of things viſible and inuifible, 
bodily & yg ed ores him for 
y illuſtratis & ſetting forth of y glorie 
of his Coodnes,to ordeine ( for ſo they 
haue taught me to ſpeake) y cuil ſhuld 
roceed out of y frewill of his reaſona- 
le creatures. And this his ordinance is 
good. For although cuil be naught,and 
curſed be he y ſaith cuill is good, yet y 
there ſhuld be euill(which 1s Gods or- 
dinance)itis excellet good.If this ſeem 
ſtrange to any man, I wil make it plain 
by two manifeſt reaſons:the firſt is,the 
excellencie ofgoodnes cannot ſo well 
B.iijy. ap= 


oy | yy” mmagy 
appeare & be knownezas > compasl| 
riſon. of the contrarie, which is euill, 


Ti 

n 
;Therefore it is perfe good, that euillſ F 
ſhould be for the manifeſtation of that} a 
a 

c 

{ 

{ 

' 

| 


which is good, we ſee that inall y crea- 
tures and workes of the world, GOD 
hath ordained that his glorie ſhould 
{ſhine in contraries. As to the intent 

the beutie and glory of light ſhould be 
ſeene and knowne to be ſuch as it is, he 
hath ordained darkeneſle.For ifhe had 
created light to be perpetual without 


O 


any change of darknes, how had it ben 
poflible for men,although liuing inthe 


light, to haue knowne the excellencic 
of light,& ſo ihould God haue ben de- 
frauded of y glory of ſo beutifull, pro- 
fitable,and cofortable a creature. Ther- 
fore cucnas by darknes we learne how 
to eſtecme light , and by bitter that 
whichis ſweerte, and cuery other thing 
by his contrarie : euen ſo by the defor- 
mitie of cuill weare taught, howe great 
15 the excellent comlines of that which 
is good, therfore the ordinance of god, 
that there ſhould bejeuill, is perfeR 
good. Althtugh this reaſon be plaine 
1nough, 
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inough , yet the ſecond reaſon is more 
manifelt, euen to y meanelt capacities, 
For y the glorie of gods mercie might 
appeare in the ſaluation of his electe, 
and his iuſtice in the condemnation 
of the reprobate,it was neceſlarie that 
thete ſhoulde be euil and ſo neceſlary 
that otherwiſe there ſhould haue bene 
no matter for the mercicand1uſtice of 
God to worke yppon: For if there 


 ſhoulde haue beene no {inne nor euill, 


wherein ſhoulde the mercie of GO D 
in pardoning and forgiuing of finnes 
haue bene ſeene ? if there ſhould hauc 


becne no tranſgrefſion, howe thoulde 


the elorie of Gods iuſtice haue ſhi- 


ned in puniſhment? Ye lee therefore 
that God by no means may be comp- 
ted the author of cuill, which he hath 


not created, made or wrought, but or- 


deined that it ſhoulde proceede from 
the freewil of his reaſonable creatures 
for the illuſtration of his glorie . Let 
vs therefore tremble at his righteous 
iudgementes who doth all thinges ac- 
cording to the good plcaſure of hys 
will : and hath made the wicked man 

B.v. for 
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for the daye of his wrath(as Salomon 
teſtifieth) andyert by no meanes is the 
cauſe of his w ickednes, If any man bee 
not ſatiſhed with this anſwere, he may 
enter further into y vameaſurable dea- 
the of Gods iudgement, into which 
be may rather finde an entraunce, the 
a way out,except it bee to his eucrla- 
ſting deſtruion for his horrible pre- 
ſumption. You haue heard nowe the 


iuſtice of God defended againſte the 


Pelagians and Papiſtes, it followeth 
that ' ſpeake ſome thing tothe confu- 
tation ofthe ſecond enemies thereof 
which are the Atheiſtes, who becauſe 
they will not bee troubled with ſuch 
thornie & doubtful queſtions, as theſe 
are,imagine that they haue founde an 
ealie way vnto wiſedome,and a ſolutis 
for all controuerſies of religion when 
they ſay in their harts there 15 no God. 


Againſt whoſe impietie & madnes,the 


time wil not ſerue me to ſpek.ſo much 

as their wickednes deſcrueth,& yet if 

time wold permit ncuer ſo large a dif- 

courſe, I could ſay in efftet no more a- 

gainſt the,then y prophet Dauid "_ 
te 
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teth in the 14. Plalme, Amar Hanabal. 
The greateſt and moſtdoltiſh foole of 
all fooles hath ſaid in heart,there is no 
God. But what meaneth the prophet 
ſo to befoole them, when of all other 
men they are, or woulde ſeeme to bee 
the bneſl witted,the belt learned, and 
moſt full of all wiſedome and know- 
ledge: euen becauſe of all other they 
are moſt yoide of all true wifedome, 
 whichalthogh they fanſie to thEſclues 
that they only haue found,yet is there 
not one among an hundreth that dare 
acknowledge 1t, A goodly wiſedome 
that they are aſhamed to profeſle and 
ſtand in defece of it, for although they 
nouriſh that monſter in their hearts & 
are bold ſometimes to ſhew foorth the 
ſame, where they thinke themſelues to 
be the beſt learned: yet is ther not one 
of them that dare encounter with a 
Chriſtian Philoſopher, to mainetaine 
by reaſon that which they holde a- 
ainſte all reaſon, they obice per- 
1appes, you will oppreſle them with 
the authoritice of Gods worde and 
the holye Scriptures, where vnto 


they 
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y give no credit,nay we wil lay the 0 
Bible afide , and diſpure with them 


out of the great booke,cuen out of the 
beutifull theater of the world in whoſe 
creation and preſeruation if they can ® 
not reade written in great capitall let- | 
ters,the almightie power, wiſedome & h 
goodnes,and the wuſtice and mercie of p 
God in the gouernement thereof, they ||| 
arc the moſt blind, blockiſhe and vn» 
ſenſible of all other creatures. And yet 
- they fancie in their frenſie that they 
haue founde out the greateſt and the 
deepeſt point of wiſedome,when they 
are fallen into the greateſt abſurditic 
or follie that can be . For what can bee 
more contrary to reaſon the to affirme 
- aneffeR without a caule or to followe 
their dreames , an eternall efte&t with- 
outan eternall cauſe ? Therefore the 
holy Ghoſt moſt aptle exprobrateth 
vnto them extreme follie, becauſe by 
their monſtruous poſition of denyinge 
God,they take away the fountaine of 
all knowledge and wiſedome, thart is, 
the cauſe of all thinges, Bur as the aſle 
yeeldeth to no other reaſon , but toa 


clubbe 
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clubbe,ſo they are more worthie to be 
knocked downe witha betle, thento 
be confuted with anie reaſon , which 
no leſle then the authoritie of Gods 
word written in the ſcriptures,and the 
law of nature written in the hearts of 
all nations, 1s molt contrarie and re- 
pugnant to their moſt foliſh and dam- 
nable perſuaſion. The Lord deliver vs 
from the deuices,pratiſes, and doings 


of the Atheiſtes:as for their witt, lear- 


ning,wiſedome and reaſon, in which 
they pleaſe them ſelues aboue other 
men, we are nothing afraide ofgif they 
durſt take vppon them the defence of 
their divelih perſuaſion, and letthem 
aſſure them ſelues that the iuſtice of 
God which nowe they contemne,they 
ſhall hereafter feale,and howe ſoeuer 
they woulde flye from it, it ſhall finde 
them at the length, wherof a teſtimo- 
nic alſo remaineth ſil in their conſci- 
ence which the prophet in the Pſalme 
forgetteth not to note where he ſaith, 
There haue they feared, where there is no 
canſe to feare: For of all other theſe 


prophaue Atheiltes that can ſo _ 
C 
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lie & luſtily deſpiſe God and his righs ſul 
teouſnes in any appearice of daunger{N0! 
yea where no daungeratall is,are moſiſic 
fearefull cowardes and trembling da$c0! 
ſtards, and no meruailce:for what goodſſ$9 
courage can there be,where there 1s noſ[M' 
hope - in this life, nor comforte 
helpe, but in men which are not able 
to helpe themſelues.But I am to blame 
to vic to much ſpeach againſt the, who 
either heare it not,or though thei herd 
it, wold make no accompt of it, ſayin 
that it is not vnprofitable for the ay 
ly and religious to haue the madneſſe 
of theſe men made manifeſt, that they 
maye the more deteſte them , and 
better beware of them. Thus haue you 
heard the iuſtice of God delivered fro 
the maliceof the greteſt cnemies thers- 
of , God graunt thatas manie of them 
as be recoucrable, maye in time ſee a- 
eainſt whome they haue beene bold to 
oppolc them ſclues, and vnderſtan- 
ding howe little it is poſſible for them 
to preuaile, they may no more kick a+ 
gainſtthe pricke, nor ſtriue againſte - 
the ſtreame,, butin all — 
uo! 
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h{ſubmiſſion acknowledging their hay- 
erfnous rebellion, they may deſire rather 
Ito bee releeued by his mercie,then by 
zJcontending anye longer to trie the ri- 
df[gor of his iuſtice . One other thinge 
off more to bee noted in this example of 

Gods iuſtice, which the ſcripture teſti- 
eff ficth : that the Lorde in his wrath re. 
membreth his mercie towardes his c- 


c 
» 1c, and that appeareth in this hiſtory, 
| 


For when the people had prouoked 
the wrath of the Lorde to bee kindled 
againſte them, and that hee in iuſtice 
was to procure a puniſhmet and cor- 
rection for theiramendement: yet hee 
ſoordered the whole matter by his 
merciful & deuine prouidence,that in 
the endit turned to y finguler benefit 
ofhis Church, ſo that euen therod by 
whiche he ſcourgeth the, was a dem6- 
ſtration of his mercie towardes them. 
For as it appeareth in the 22. Chap. of 
the booke of Chronicles, by occaſion 
ofthe plague which God ſentfor the 
puniſhment of the peoples ſins,Dauid 
found out y place which y Lorde had 
appointed for y building of his 55 
ar 
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Marucilous therfore is the prouidence 
ofthe Lorde , which (as the wiſe man 
faith ) extendeth 1t ſelfe from ende to 
ende mightelie,and diſpoſeth al things 
ſweetlic, and wonderfull is the louing 
kindnes and mercie of God towardes 
his electe, which euen then when his 
wrath is kindled againlt them, forget- 
teth not like a moſte louipg father in 
chaſtening of their faults to ſeeke their 
amendement,and to change the verie 
correction and puniſhment it ſelfe in« 
toa ſinguler benefite and bleſſing, For 


hs, 
whata ſinculer benefite was it to all 


the Church of Iſrael, when the Lorde 
had appointed his reſtins, place in Sis | 
on, andthe building of his Temple 
in Hieruſale,which placethe Lord re. 
uciled by occaſion of this puniſhment 
and Dauid percciucd that the Lorde 
had hearde his prayer, when he ſacri- 
fced in the threlhing floure of Aranna 
the Iebuſite ſo that the angell was c6- 
maunded to put yphis ſword, and the 
2% pE Was ſtayed from raging any 
onger among the people. Wherefore 
we ſecthat although the juſtice of god 
in 
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in hispuniſhment bee terrible for the 
time, yet in theende he turneth all to 
the benefite of the faithfull, By which 
welearne not to be faint harted or dif 
couraged , whenthe Lordes wrath is 
kindled againſt vs : but with patience 
to bearc his anger, whe we haue ſinned 
againſt him, and with the eyes of faith 
to behalde his mercie, which he ne« 
uer forgetteth towardes his choſen,no 
.not when hee dealcth moſte ſharply 
with them, For not onely his rodd & 
Raffe ( as the Prophete ſaith ) ſhall c6- 
forte ys, as they are the tokens of his 
fatherly chaſtiſement for our reforma- 
tion, but alſo the verie meanes whiche 
he prouideth for our puniſhment hee 
conuerteth oftentime to our benefite: 
thus doth faith ouercome the terrour 
of Gods iuſtice, when it aſlureth vs, 
that-it is ſo far off, that the ſame ſhould 
take any place againſte ys for our de- 
ſtruQion,in as much as itis ſatiffied by 
| thedeath of Ieſus Chriſt : that contra» 
riewiſe his puniſhmentes are merci- 
| ful, and his chaſtiſemets are beneficial 
vato ys,Qnely let 2 take heede that 

. we 


24 | | | p * &k vw - 


fauourable corre&is,leaſt with y WIC= 
ked we procure his warth to be vpon 
vs vntoy end. An other leſſon, wehauc 
to learne in this exiple of gods iuſtice, 


as profitable in all ages, ſo moſt neceſ- 


faric in our time. The wrath of y Lord. 


was here kindled againſt Ifracl, for 
whoſe puniſhment Dauid is moued to 
number the people whence now pro- 


ceedeth y cauſe of this puniſhmet?2not. 


fro y goucrnmtt of Dauid, bur frs the 
{ins of the people, Forwhile the people 
leaſe God, & ſerue him according to 
bis word,he bleſſed Dauid for their be. 
nefit in all his conſultations & affaires: 
but when Y people prouoke the wrath 
of God againſt thE,then is Dauid made 
an inſtrument for their puniſhment. Ic 
is not vnlike but the people in Dauids 
time among other their aa by which 
they prouoked Gods puniſhmet, were 
alſo infeed in this vice, y they tooke 
ypon them, as it is vſuall with people 
that are vathankful for the great trauel 
which princes beſtow in theirgouern- 
ment ,toenter into finding of faulte 
with 


we deſpiſe not his long ſufferingin his 
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with y ſtate of regiment, 8 to remoue 


G 
* | the cauſe of their puniſhments tro the 
| 


ſelues, vnto him which had leſle deſer- 

ued it.Neuertheles the holy gholt teſti. 

fieth plainly y the cauſe of this plague 

was not the ill demeanor of Dauid,buc 
{ihe ſinnes of [rael. Let Iſrael therfore 
walke inthe ways of the Lord &ſerue 
him with an vpright hart,& there ſhall 
de no error in y gouernmet of Dauid, 
bur he ſhal hauc a proſperous raigne 0- 
uer them. A leſſon verie needfull for y 
people of our dayes, who were neuer 
{o curious to enquire of princes cauſes 
and matters of the ſtate , of which for 
want of knowledg they are meet to be 
no Tudges although they had authori- 
tic,asthey bein this time. But firs you 
forget your place, God hath made you 
ſubie&ts and not gouernours,to be go- 
uerned, and not.to rule,enter not ther- 
fore,neither intermedle you with prin- 
ces matters, but enter into your ſelues 
& looke y your finns & wickednes do 
not cauſe an error to be in the gouern- 
' ment,for if there be any at any time, it 


proceedeth fro you, your {inns are the 
| Ct. cauſc 
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cauſe as it qr; 2 in this ex- 
aple.The finnes of ,liracl prouoked the 
Lord to wrath, and then Dauids heart 
15 mouedto number the people. From 
whence procecde ill humors which || ,, 
trouble the head and cauſe ittoake, || x. 
out of the head? no, they aſcende our) 
of the bodie into the heade, and ſo cau- pr 
ſeth the heade toake, and then the a- i} : 
king of the head is y diſquietnes of all 
the body,and yet the cauſc isnot in the. 
heade, but in the il hnmors which pro- Fs 
ceede from the bodie. Take heed ther- N 4 
fore that ye miniſter noill humors out 


of the body into the heade, and the 


head ſhall be well inough, able to go» I - 
uerne the bodie.Looke thereforetoy I +; 
;purging of the bodie from finne and NW — 
wickedneſſe , that no diſtemperature © 
thereby doe riſe into - the heade , and 
doubt you not, but the Lorde God as : 
he hath alwaies hitherto, ſo he will fro 
hence foorth diretthe heade to your ; 
ſinguler bencfite, quietnes, and com- Nh , 
moditie : And in this behalfe wee haue | | 
earneſtly to pray to the Lorde forthe F | 
preſeruation of our ſoueraigne,confi- | , 
dering 


© 
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dering howe greatly wee hane prouo- 
ked his wrath,and giuen him iuſt cauſe 
to withdrawe his bountifull graces ftrs 
her,which hitherto it hath pleaſed him 
moſte plenteouſly to beſtowe vppon 
her highnes to our ſinguler benefites 
and comfort, and likewiſe we haue to 
praiſe and magnifie the Lorde, for his 
infinite mercie, declarcd in his longe 
ſuffering and patience toward vs,who 
not withſtading we haue ſo often, and 
ſo much prouoked him to indignatis 
through our manifolde tranſgreſſions, 
contempt of his worde and vnthanke- 
fulnes:yet hath he ſo bleſſed her eſtate 
_ and gouernement,and that for ſo long 
time ouer vs, that ſearching all monu- 
mentes of ſtories from the beginning, 
| the like examples of proſperous and 
| peaceable regement ſhall never bee 
founde,I ſay the like happic and quiet 
goucrnement in all godlinefle and ho- 
neſty for ſo many yeres together,is not 
to bee ſhewed in this Iland out of any 
recordes of antiquitic.Turne oner the 
booke hardly and ſpare not,and bring 
me foorth no ſmall examples, but on- 

C.ij. ly 
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lie fach asour moſte ſoucrai ne Ladie 


may vouchſafe to cxcel ,if euer the like 
proſperous & godly eſtat can be ſhew- 


ed otſoJong continuance. Let vs ther-. 


fore yeeld gloric vnto his maieltic,fro 


whoſe onely goodnes this, as all orher 


goods gifts haue proceeded, & t hank-- 


full obedience vnto her highnes wh6 
he hath vſed asameaneand inſtrumer 
co procure all this happines vnto vs. 


And as wee baue thus longe enioyed” 


this bleſled gauernmer,ſo that we may 
cnioye1t twilc as many yeares or more 
1fit be his will, letvs become humble 
ſutors to our heauenly father, that hee 
will bleſſe her maieſtic with longe life 
to the glorie of his name, and the be- 


nefite of his Church , but ce 


con{idering wee haue prouoked the 
Lordes wrath to bee kindled againſte 
vs, let vs make haſt to bee reconaled 
vnto himby vnfayned and heartie re- 
pentaunce and amendement of life,for 
when the Lorde ſhall ſee vs turned 
trucly vnto him,hee will turne from 
the fearceneſſe of his wrath,and tur- 


ning awayefrom vs all ſuch Pages 
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and puniſhmentes as wee moſte righ. 
teouſly haue deſcrued , hee will turne 
vnto vs the cheerefull light of hys 
countenance in ITeſus Chriſt, in whom 
and for whome hee is well pleaſed 
with vs. And thus muche touch- 
ing the righteouſneſſe of God, which 
is the firſt part. 

The ſeconde poynte wee haue to 
conſider is the malice of Sathan, whi- 
che isnoted to vs in the 21. Chapter 
of the firſt booke of Chronicles where 
it is ſaide, that Sathan ſtoode vppe a- 

ainſte Iſrael, and moued the om 

of Dauid to numberthe people. Al- 
_ thoughe the malice of Sathan bee ma- 
nifold, and almoſt infinite : yet I will 
noteit in two pointes onelic,out of 
this texte . Firlte in the perſon with 
whome he dealeth,and ſecondly in the 
ſinne wherevnto hee prouoketh him. 
Concerning thefirlt , it is ſaid that Sa- 
than ſtoode vp againſte Iſrael and mo- 
ued the hearte of Dauid . For when 
Gods wrath was kindled agaynſte 
Iſrael,Sathan was Gods miniſter to 
execute his iuſte wudgemente , not of 
C.ii, obe- 
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obedience to God, but ofmaliceto 
Iſrael. Therfore howe doth he execute 
it2 he goeth ſtreight to Dauid, For Sa- 
than findinge himſelfe looſed of that 
chaine by which he is reſtrayned from 
aſſaulting the people of God, whome 
hedefendeth with his g 
lingin malice againſte the Church of 
G OD, whoſe roſperitic hee enul- 
cth, and ſceketh = eſtruction , ime- 


diately he ſctteth vppon the chiefe go- - 


uernour thereof, All his malice is a- 
gainſ{t the Church of God,and therfore 
1t is ſaid, Sathan (toode vp againſte Iſ- 
rael:buthe knowing wher to do moſt 
miſchiefe, beginneth to ſhew his ma- 
licc againſt Dauid,he ſecketh to infeRt 
the heade that he might deſtroye the 
whole body. He knoweththat agodly 
and vertuous prince is the principal in- 
ſtrument that God vſeth amongſt men 
to procure y wealth of his Church and 
choſen people: and therefore ofhatred 
againſt y church,&rankor againſt gods 
people he ſecketh by al meanes to cor- 
rupt a good prince, & to cauſe a godly 
zouernour to bee ynprofitable to the: 


you 


race, and boy- \ 


ſc 
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ſce therefore how great cauſe we haue 
with carneſt and daily praiers, to com- 
mend vnto the gratious proteCtion of 
our God, the preſcruation of our god- 
ly Prince and Souereigne, Bicauſe we 
ec the malice of Satan to be ſo great, y 

henſoeuer he 1s letlooſe to ſtand vp 
againſt Iſrael, he will begin his aflault, 
where he knoweth he may doe moſt 
hurt to the Church of GOD. And 
therefore not without cauſe the Apo 
ftle ſo vehemetly exhorteth,thatpray- 
ers, ſupplications , interceſſions, and 
thankeſgiuings be made, ſpecially for 
Kings, and all that be in authoritie, bi- 
' cauſe Sathans malice which he beareth 
againſt Gods Church, he ſeeketh ſpe- 
cially to execute by them whoſe po- 
wer is greateſt,and whoſe example ca- 
rieth the multitude after them. For cue 
as the Lorde in wiſcdome and iuftice 
vieth to puniſh the people by their 
Princes, euen ſo Sathan of hatred and 
malice, ſeeketh the ouerthrowe of the 
Church by the ſame perſons. The ſe- 
cond point, wherein the malice of Sa- 
than is to be conſidered, is the vice or 
C.v. {inne 
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finne wherevnto he moued the heart 
of Dauid.The text ſaith,he moned Da- 
uid to number the people. For a prince 
toniber & muſter his people, of'ir ſelf 
it i5no fin, butathing indifferet of his 
owne nature,which at ſometimeis noty | 
only lawfull to do, but alſo neceſlarie: 
and therefore it is no hard matter to 
oather what ſinne Dauid commitred 
1 numbring the people, namely. his 
heart by Sathan contrarie to his for- 
mer faith and humble truſt in Gods 
promiſes, was lifted vp with pride and 
preſumption. For hauing no lawfull 
cauſe either Eccleſiafticall to leuie a 
ſubſidie for the maintenance of Gods 
religion, as Moſes preſcribeth in the 
30.0f Exodus, or elle ciuill,as was of- 
tentimes lawfully praRiiſed in time of 
warre : he alledgeth only his vaine cu- 
riofitie (that he might know thenum- 


A. 


[ 
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to plant the roote of pride and inſo- 
lencie in the hart of Dauid, which as it 
15a vice inal men moſt odious,fo to be 
in a Prince is moſt daungerous, and 


that for many cauſes. All which _ 


ber of them): thus did Sathan beginne | 
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did well foreſee, when he maketh his 
aſſault vnto Dauid with the finne of 
preſumption firſt of all, for that of all 
/ther vices Princes are moſt eafil 
drawneto pride and infolencie, bot 
if dicauſe the nature of all men is moſt 
prone and apt to fall into pride in pro- 
jperitic, and for that Princes and high 
eſtates,being aduaunced to ſuch great- 
neſle aboue all other men,hauec lo ma- 
my occaſions to be putt vp with pre- 
ſumption, if they be not mightily and 
maruelouſly defended by the fingular 
race of God. Sothat a Prince that is 
able and lowly in heart, is one of 
the greatc(t miracles of the world: and 


DD 
in deede ſo great a wonder , that it can 


not be brought to paſle, but by him 
which onely worketh great maruelles, 
Thus Sathan beeing moſt malicious 
and moſte ſubtill in his malice , to 
bring his purpoſe to cftc& moreſpee- 
dily, vſeth ſuch a meane, by whiche 
hee may worke moſt ealily . Ney- 


ther hath hee regarde onely to the ea- 


ſineſle of his enterpriſe, but that the 
fame alſo is moſt apt to ouerthrowe 


the 
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the Churche and people of G O D. 
for by pride and inſolencie, moſt of all 
other vices, a Prince is made ynaptto 
excrciſe his office and duetic. The of- 
fice ofa King ſtandeth in two pointes. 
The firſt is,in maintenance of true reli-f 
gion: the ſecond is yore for the 
common wealth, and publique peace 
of his ſubieRes : but neither of theſe 
can he excrciſe to the gloric of God, & 
benefite of men, if his heart be ouer- 
come with preſumption : fortouchi 
the firſt, if pride poſleſſe tht heart of a 
King, he will cither neglereligion al. 
together, or elſe thinke that he ma 
doeanddecreein _— what he li 
Ifhenegle& the cauſe of religion, he 
will haue no regard to ſet out Gods 
gloric, he paſleth not whether y worde 
of God bepreached or not preached, 
whether he facramentes be miniſtred 
or not miniſtred, diſcipline exerciſed 
or not, or whether all thinges be well 
done or yll done: finally he careth not 
whether religion goeth backward or 
forward . But if he will intermeddle 
with religion with a preſumptuous. & 
inſolent 


[ 


; 
| 
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infolent minde, he wil imagine,that all 
things-in religion are ſubieQto his wil 
and pleaſure. Vzx44 otherwiſe not the 
* worlt Prince , was ſolifted vp with 
\ F/pride, that he yſurped the Prieſtes of- 
fice, and would needes offer incenſe : 
IEbut he was plagued for his preſumpti- 
on,and ſtricken of the Lorde with a le« 
_ eAchas commaunded Urias the 

igh Prieſt ro remoue thealtarof the 
Lord out of his place, and toſfet vpan 
other altar ofan other faſhion, accors- 
ding to the patterne which he ſenc him 
from Damaſco, /eroboamw thinketh it 
lawfull for him to chaunge the decree 
of GOD concerning worſhipping at 
Hieruſalem , and ſetteth vp annewe 
forme of worſhippe in Dan and Be- 
thel. Sax! thinketh long to taric for 
Samnel, and offereth ſacrifice without 
him. Theſe examples and many other 
doe ſhewe how dangerous tothe fate 
of religion, is the finne of pride and 

reſumption in the heart of a Prince. 
No maruell rune Sathan which 
maliceth moſtthe good proceedings in 
religion, thathe might vndermine the 


Y 
. 


tower 


my yp 


tower of the church to the vtter ouer= 
throw of y ſame,prepareth his way by 
pufting vp y Kings heart with pride & 
inſolencie, knowing that he which is - 
proude and inſoient towards men, can \ 
not be humble & obedient vnto God. | 
The ſecond part of the office of a king 
is,to prouide for the common wealth, 
the peace and proſperitie of his ſub- 
ietes, which cannot be without great 
rrauell and labour of minde and body. 
But if the Prince be ouercome with 


| 
v 
| 
t 
l 
pride, he will neuerabaſe him ſelfe to Þf ! 
I 
] 
| 
| 
| 


take ſuch great paines as he ought to 
doe,for the benefite of other men in ſo 
difficult & dangerous a matter. There- 
fore Moſes in the 17. of Deuteronom, 
where he deſcribeth what manner a 
King is to be choſen by the Iſraelites, 
and what is the office of a King when 
he is eleted,ioyneth both theſe partes 
together, and for the performance of 
the later,eſpecially admoniſheth them 
to beware of preſumption, when the 
King(faith he) ſhal fit vpon the throne 
ofhis kingdomeghe ſhal write out by a 
copicreceiued of the Prieltes, a booke | 
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, [of the law of the Lord,and that ſhal be 
- | with him to read therinal the dayes of 
- | his life,y he may proſper, and learne to 
; Neare the Lord his God,& to keepeal y 
words of y lawe to do the:thus hauing 
preſcribed the booke of y lawe to be y 
EMirectioof his gouernmet,as wel inre- 
igi0as in affaires of ycomon welth,to 
which burde y the king might ſubmit 
his ſhoulders,and not thinke ſcorne to 
beare it, headdeth imediatly,y his hart 
be not hft vp aboue his brethren, what 
meaneth Moſes by this,y a king ſhould 
not ſheyy him ſelfe robe a king. When 
by Gods ordinance heis aduaunced & 
lifted vp aboue all other men ? no veri- 
ly,he meancth notſo :but that the king 
15 lifted vp aboue his brethren, to be a 
father vnto them, and to haue a father- 
ly care , which hee cannot haue, ithis 
heart be lifted vp aboue them to con- 
temne them, whereas he ought not on- 
ly to reteine his loue to them which he 
had before he was a king, as vnto his 
brethre,but alſo to put on a greater af- 
fetion of loue when heis a king,as of a 
father towards his children, W wn 
4 C 
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in —_ is,that the Kine& VV 
heart Fould not be lifted vp aboue | © 
his brethren,to c6temnethem,to tread | © 
them ynder feete, to exerciſe tyrannie 
ouer them,but to be humble and low! 

minded of loue,willingly,&chearfully 
to take ſuch trauels, and to overcome 
fuch difficulties, as is neceflaric for all 
them which ſhall gouerne well,and to 
theprofite of others. We {ce that natu-« 
rall parentes, which haue the greateſt 
authority ouer their children of whom 
they are to be honoured, notwithſtan- 
ding their dignitie, doe willingly and 
gladly indureany trauell, which they 
thinke may be profitable and benefic- 
all to their children: euen ſo ought the 
parents of the countrie (whoſe honour 
& obedience is confirmed ynto them 
by none other, but euen by the ſame 
commandement) not diſdaine any la- 
bour, trauell, or induſtrie which is ne- 
ceſſarieto be imployed,for the wealth 
and preſeruation of their ſubieRs, But 
fuch Princes as hauenot learned out of 
Gods lawe to be humble, neither are 
led with the mecke ſpirit of cn 
with, 


£4) with- the proude ſpirit-of Satan will 
e | cither thinke ſcorne to rake paings for 
4 | the ſafetic of their.inferiours,orelle b 
ea violence oppreſle them , nd es 
F/them vnder feete. As though :togo- 
ucrne were nothing elſe but tocom- 
naund , whereas cleane contrariwile, 
( as that noble Emperour Theodofuus 
faide) ro gouerne, is to take charge of 
the hcalth, wealth, and profperitic of 
other men, which charge is fo much 
the greater as they are more in num- 
ber,which are ynder their gouernnicnt, 
And wheras cuery man findeth inough 
to do to take care for him ſelfe, and his 
owne well being, we {ce how hequic is 
y burthen of Princes,and them that be 
in authoritie, which haue the charge, 
and are to prouide for the ſafetic of ſo 
many, and that with ſuch condition, 
ifany one do periſh through their neg 
ligence or miſgouernement, hisbloud 
ſhall be required atthcir handes. That 
vice therefore by which they are made 
vnapt and vnwilling to take ſo great 
a charge vpon them, howe daunge» 
rous it is, Sachan was not ignoraung, 
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when hetempted Dauid with pride,asWw 
we may caſily ſce. Burt all the danger isF ej 
not yet expreſſed. For whereas itis not} 01 
poſſible, that any one perſon, thougt 
1s wifedome, care, and diligence 
neuer ſo grcar,ſhould beare the whole 
burthen frm ſelfe of any greate gc 
uernement or kingdome, all good g0- 
uernours haue thought it neceſlaric to 
vie the affiſtaunce- of wiſe and faith- | a 
full counſel : ſo that in matters of re- | | 
ligion' they would decree nothing || ; 
withvut the aduice of them which are || } 
{ 


lecarnedin the worde of GOD :and in 
matters of the common wealth, they 
would attempt nothing , but by the 
counſel of them that are wiſe in poli- 
tique affaires, thinking trucly thatto 
be ſubieR to wiſedome, is to rule moſt 
honourably. But where pride preuay- 
leth with any Prince, hee will neitber 
en care to the meflingers of God 
all ſpeake ynto him out of the law of 
GOD touching religion , nor followe 
the prudent aduice of truſtie Coun- 
ſcllours, which ſhall informe himin 
matters pertayning to the Common 
. ; wealth: 


# 
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wealth: by which 1t is not poſſible that 
SY either the one or the other canbo well 
th ordered and gouerned. Therfore great 
| is the daunger both vnto the Church 
Wand to the Common wealth''::where 
| the Prince groweth to be infolentand 
opinatiue, that alwayes thinking him 
ſelfe to ſee molt clearely in euery mat- 
rer, hee diſdaineth to be direQedafter 
any counſell or aduice that canbegi- 
nen by any man. And therefore Salo- 
mon ſaith, ſeelt thou one that is wile in 
his owne conceit, there is more hope 
of a foole,then of him : and this began 
to appeare euen in this example' of 

Dauid . For when Sathan had {tufted 

his minde with a proud deſire to know 

his forces, hee g1ueth no care to Jaeb, 

that with ſome reaſons ſought ro dif- 

ſuade him from ſo vaine an enterpriſe. 

Thus preſumption cauſeth Priaces to 

ſhut their cares again(t godly and pru- 

denr caduice of their Counſellours. % 
And that which is worſe, when pride... 
hath ouercome the Princes heart, hee 
ſhall-hardly finde aty that >” ar 
faithfull and profitable 'counteIvsg * 
oy D.ijj. For 


a 


For when the Kinges humour is onceWar 
perceived, that he will heare no coun=}fai 
fell which is contrarie to his affection, | (tt 
fewe or none will aducnture to ſpeak = 
the truth,which they knowe will pur«Whh 
chaſe them ſeclues diſpleaſure . So the Kh: 
King being not defended with faith 
full and truſtie Counſclours, lycth o- 
pen to clawbacks and flatterers, which 
will deuour him whileſt hee is aliue 
worſer then any wilde beaſtes , which 
pray onely vpon deade carcaſes . You || r 
ſce the drift of Sathans malice, in pro- || t 
uoking the Prince to pride, to leaue |} c 
him bare of all ſuch neceſlarichelpes || } 
as he mayhaue rightly to — his Þ 1 

| 


office . Burt being deſtitute of all aſſ1- 
ſtaunce vpon carth, is there any ayde 
trowe you to bee looked for out of 
heauen2no verily:for by pride the king 
maketh him ſclfe vncapable of thar, 
whereby all Princes in ſolemne title 
.profeſſe that they doe reigne, m_ 
the grace of GOD , without whic 

as it is not poſſible for any Prince 
.to-gbuerne. well, ſo no Prince can be 
partaker thercof that is thrall to pan, 


nd enimic to humilitie. ForGod hath 
Traide in expreſle wordes, that herefi; 
, | Rteth the proude, and giueth gracets 
cone but ſuch as are humble of hearr, 
*Whowe then can they proſper 'which 
eZ hauc God to their open enimie,which 
voyd of all the grace of God, with- 
out which no King dare affirme, that 
he is able to gouerne well?wherefore it 
were a _ remembraunce for all 
Kings and Princes, when ſo euer they 
reador heare their ſtyle rehearſed, that 
they would be admoniſhed howe ne- 
ceſlary itis for them to be indued with 
humilitic, which if they be not, they 
may be well aſſured neuer to partake 
of Gods graces, to the good gouerne- 
ment of their realmes, and diſcharge of 
their conſcience, whatſoeuer they pre- 
tend in their titles. Laſt of all, the con- 
uerſion from this peryod of pride and 
| 95, "ou is ſo daungerous, noleſle 
r the fate of a Prince, then for tne 
fafetic of cuery other perſon, that the *' 
moſt wiſe King Salomon , who well 
confidered the bevianin g,procceding, 
and cnd ofal things (which is Yeroung 
0 


| 
; 
| 
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of wiſedome) doubteth not to affirmeWti 
inthe 16, ofhis Prouerbes , that pride | h 
oeth before deſtruction , and a high | ' 
- mind before y fall . This when Sathanf 
knewe by experience of his owne fall 
and deſtruction, he tempted Dauid to 
pride, whcrof not only the inconuenj= 
enees before rehearſed might inſue, but 
alſo the finall ouerthrowe and confuſt- 
on of Dauid and his kingdome might 
followe. The Lorde which preſerued 
Dauid, that Sathans malice had no full 
effe&tin him,defend al Chriſtian Prin- 
cesfrom the like temptation, and giue 
them true humbleneſle of heart, with 
all-fuch graces and giftes of his hol 
fpirite, as are necdfull to liſcharge fo 
high a calling . 
he third] e and laſt part I promiſed 
to intreate of , is the frailtie of man , 
which in this text is offered to be con- 
ſidered in two perſons . Firſt in the 
perſon of Dauid : and ſecondly in the 
perſon of /oab. Concerning Damd, 
I need not toſtand long in diſcouering 
his frailtie, not onely at this time, but 
. at other times alſo, asit.is ſet foorthyin 
the 


preactnea rn Lens F590, 
EFthe Scripture, Howe excellent a man 
e | hee was, and howe plentifully indued 
h | with the graces and giftes of God,how 
nAnoble a King , and howe godly a Pro- 
IYphet, I ſhall not neede to deſcribe, hee 
>& is ſufficiently knowne vnto you : and 
-Wyct be is not exempted from the com- 
t | mon fragjilitie of men . Hee is highly 
. | commended in the Scriptures , and 
* | his example alledged for a patterne of 
| | all good Kings that followed him, and 
yet you ſee his Chronicle is- blotted 
with this, & two or three other offcgy - 
ces . Of whoſe fall we ought to make 
this profite to our ſelues, y therein we 
may ſee our owne weaknes,and when 
we ſee our owne frailtie in an other 
mans faultes , we may beadmoniſhed 
thereby to pray vntothe Lord for the 
continuall & mightie aſſiſtaunce of his 
holy ſpirite, y ſecing our weaknes is ſo 
great, we may alwayes finde his grace, 
whoſe power is made perfect in infir- 
mitie to bee ſufficient for vs, ſo that al- 
though of frailtie wee fall oftep, yet by, 
grace wee may alwayes rife againe , 


{o that wee neuer fall away 
D.y. Final- 
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Funally,we haue need (I fay) in refpeQYH 
| ofour infirmitic, to = for ſtrength 
earneſtly ofGod : for if Dauid being a 
mnan after Gods owne heart, did burff 
erip, ſurely we are readie to fall downe 
right,& yet we ſee y Dauid did not on 
ly ſlide out of the way of humane ſlip. 
prineſle , but alſo did fall into ſome 
great and notorious offences . Dauid 
therefore was a Saint, but he was no 
Angell: it is an Angellike perfeCtion 
todoe the wil of God inal things. The 
Saintes vpon carth muſt pray forthe 
ſame, and contend to come as neare it 
as they can, and by their imperfe@ion 
be inſtrued to humilitie,vnrill by the 
race of God in Ieſus Chriſt they be 
rought into the ſame eſtate of perfec- 
tion with the Angels. Inthe perſon of 
[cab we haue to conſider two thinges, 
firſt the aduice which he giueth : and 
{ſecondly his execution of the Kinges 
commaundement, /oab wasa man as his 
Norie declareth, indued with great 
courage, and diuers other good quali- 
ties : & yet not ſimply to be commen« 
ded, for there were great faults in him. 
He 
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WW He was a man in wh6 vertues & vices 
1 | were almoſt equal,ſucha orie as Alwbi- 
a | adesis diſcribed of y Grecias;& Mari 
d of the Romanes.Bur his chiefeſt yertue ©... ;; 
was valiancie & courage, yet in hisex- Mt 
ample heis noted by the holy ghoſt in 
giving counſel coDauid to be faint har- 
ted & cowardlik, For fart Y holy ghoft 
teſtifieth y he vtterly miſlked this in- 
terpriſe of Dauid, and as aman wel ac- 
quaintedwith the affaires of y realme, 
and knowing there was not juſt cauſe 
why the people ſhould be muſtred, he 
did eafily conieRure y the kings com- 
maundement odecadid of vaine prid 
and preſumption: & therefore hee had 
no good will to execute it. In ſo much 
that it is ſhewed in the booke of Chro- 
mcles that he did performe the Kings 
precept negligently, for he not onely 
omitted to number the tribe of Lemi 
for which he might hae ſome excuſe, 
becauſe they were addiQted to the ſer» 
uice of religion, but alſo he left out the 
tribe of Benzammn. The reaſd'is alledpad 
becauſe the kinges comandement 
med abhominablevnto him, 
D.v. 
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did abhorre and deteſt the kings com- 
mandement,ſfo he ſhewed diuerle rea- 
£s of his miſliking: for after proteſta- 
- tion of his goodwil & deſire of y kings þ 
 honour,in y he withed theLord might 
increaſe the people an hundreth times 
as many as there were,y the king might F 
not ſulpe& him as one that refuſed to 
take paines in his ſeruice firſt he ſhew- 
eth that there was no ſufficient cauſe 
of this muſter, when hee ſaith, where- 
fore doth my lord the king defire this 
thing : And againe hee faith are not 
they all the ſeruauntcs of my Lord the 
king , For ons cauſe of numbring the 


people was vſed cuen of heathen prin- 


ces , that the ſubleRes thereby ſhould 
profeſle their obedience, but at this 
time there was neither ſuſpition of war 
abrode, nor rebellion at home . More- 
ouer hedidallo inſfinuatethat the kings 
tranſgreſſion would be y cauſe of G KA 
puniſhment to fall vppon the people, 
where he faith, and why ſhouldethis 
be an offence or guiltines vnto Iſrael? 
oby viing theſe reaſons to diſwade the 
king from his cuill purpoſe hee mght 
ſceme 
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 ſeeme to ſome men, to hane diſchar- 
ged the dutic of a truſtic and faith= 
full counſellour. But the holy Ghoſte 
noteth him of great frailtic and fainte 
hartednes, when he ſaith, neuertheles 
K the kinwes commaundement preuailed 
W with 7oa& and with the capitaines of 
the hoſte, Thereſt ſeeing the kings hu- 
mour held their peace & ſaid nothing 
onely /oab vieth ſome ſpeach to alter 
the kinges minde: but perceiuing with 
what affeRion the king was carried, he 
thought it was not belt for him in po- 
licie to ſethimſelfe altogether againſt 
the kinges affetion, though hee bare 
the kinge g00d will, and wiſhed to 
haue him remoued from that vnpro- 
fitable attempt, yet hee durſt not ad- 
uentureto incurre the kings diſplea- 
ſure by doing his duetic throughly,and 
diſcouering y hidden wound which he 
thought was to ſore to abide any ſharp 
medicine, forin ſucha caſe as this hee 
thoght it was not beſt to be to earneſt 
& vehement a perſuader & fo follows 
ed Machiaxils aps 2000,yeres 
and more before Machiazil was borne: 
His 
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His cowardnes in this caſe is rather to 
be noted,for that at other times he had 
ſhewed great courage and valiantnes 
and giuen ſuch faithtul aduiſc & coun- 
ſell,that his example is worthic to bee 
followed of all good counſcllours.For 
in the 19.Chap. ofthis booke we read 
that when Dauid after the ſlaughter of 
Abſalom yeelded ſo much to the na- 
turall affcion of a father, in lamen- 
ting for the death of his vnnatural ſon, 
that he forgot the duetie of a king, whi 
che was to encourage and rewarde his 
good ſubicRes for their ſeruice,in ſo- 
much that when y people heard what 
lamentation hee made for Abſalom 
they were clean diſcouraged and came 
by ſtealth into the Citie, more like to 
men that had fled from the feelde, the 
fuch as had obtained ſo notable a vic- 
torieagainſt the kings enimies, Aſſone 
as Joab heard thereof hee came boldly 
into the kings preſence, and with great 
Touragc he did the duetie of a faithfull 
counſellour : for he tolde the Kinge of 
his fault plainely , and ſhewed him 
the daunger throughly, you haue diſ< 
| coura- 
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» & couraged(faith he) the hearts; & 
| YN aſhamed the faces ofall your faithful 
; | ſeruauntes which haue delivered your 
(Ilife,and the liues of your wiues, and of 
your ſonnes and daughters, and haue 
eſtabliſhed the kingdome this dayein 
your hand: you loue the that hate you 
& hate the that loue you. For you have 
ſhewed this day that youmake no ac- 
compte neither of your princes,nor of 
our people. For I perceiue if Abſalom 
bad lived,and all wee had beene ſlaine 
this day,you woulde have beene well 
= with it, But nowe I aduiſe you 
eauec your mourning and goe forth & 
ſpeake comfortably vnto the people, 
or elſe I ſweare ynto you by the Lord, 
you will vtterly alienate the minds of 
your ſubiees from you . So that you 
ſhal not haue one man tarric with you 
this night. And this afflition ſhall bee 
orcater thenall the troubles and daun- 
gers you haue ſuſteined euenfrs your 
youth. Wherevpon Dauidaroſe, and 
went & encouraged his ſouldiers, oy 
kingdom was eſtabliſhed in his | 


you ſe how roughly & effeQually Joub. 
| dealer 
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dealt with the king'in that caſe, But at ®' 
this time he is noted to haue dealt faint Yu 
_ 4eandtimerouſly, For although hee | ct 
L, \ 'appoſed ſome reaſon againſt the kings, o 
"0 vnlawfull defire,yet hee did it with af: 
weake arme and ſo of frailtic fayled of 
his duetie . Concerning the execution 
of the kinges commaundemente there 
is ſome controuerſhe. Whether [oab 
ſhoulde haue obeyed the kinges pre- || 1: 
cept, when he knewe it proceeded fro || tl 
an euill affeion. ' The time will nor || Þ 
ſerue me to diſcuſle the reaſos on both 
the ſides : therfore I will ſpeake of the 
caſe briefly and generally.Ifthe prince 
.commaund any thing to be done whi- 
.che of it ſelfe is vnlawefull and 
againſt the commandement of God, 
that commandement of any ſubice 
:1s not to be excuted, for we are ſobond 
-to obey carthly princes, that we difo- 
.bey not the God of heauen & earth, &. 
therfore /oab ſhold haue ſuffered death 
:rather then to hauc obeyed Dauids c6- 
amaundement in betraying & murde- 
.ring of Vr:as with y ſword of y Amo- 
'nites, which was a faithfull ſubie&Q:8 
ef <a % 
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-f a valiant captaine,[ fay he ſhould haue 


> Eſuffercd death rather then to haucexes 
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| lawfull ofhis owne nature. Butin this 
"1 calc where the fat of his owne nature 
was indifferent and lawfull of it ſelfe, 
as to number the people-in ſome caſes 
is not onely lawfull bur alſo neceſ- 
farie . If /oab had done his duetic 
throughly in admoniſhing the king of 
his corrupte affetion-and of the ven- 
geance of G O Dlike to enſue if hee 
roceeded therein, and that when hee 
ad done all that he could & ought to 
hauc done to diſ[wade him, his aduice 
woulde take no place , but the kinge 
would ſtil vrge his commandement, & 
enforce ſeabs {a ns I ſce no cauſe, 
but y hegright haue cxccuted y kings 
ann concluſ1o of Y AT 
matter,becauſe;l ſce y time ts paſt, & I 
would be looth to abuſe your honora- 
ble patience too long,in Em wordesSis 
this. The iuſtice of God is let foorty 
tothis ende, that wee might bee aft- 


fraide by finne to prouoke his Wie 


\ | cuted ſucha commandement : becauſe | 
y Far was altogether vngodly & vns | "w 
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tis defcrifhc 
mr be -carcfull io beware of 
Te of mah'is ſhewed, that: ſeeing o 
® awcakenelic wee might bee hunb] 
thereby; and; taught to. ſecke for 
ſtrength only. at the hands of G.O Df 
xwhote grace through our Lorde Iclus 
.Chrift ſhall bee ſufticient far vs, To 
> whome with the holy Ghoſt one 
-  etermall and cucrlaſting God 
Ks. -:. -beceallhonourand glory 
WE" 2: .,- |wolde without end. 
Ame, 
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